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1 . PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS AND OF THE AD PARTY GONZALO BARRIOS CUT 
SHORT HIS TRIP TO EUROPE AND RETURNED TO VENEZUELA JANUARY 19. AT 
THE AIRPORT, WHERE HE WAS MET BY THE FOREIGN AND INTERIOR MINIS- 
TERS AND OTHER LEADING AD POLITICIANS, BARRIOS SAID THAT THE 
WHOLE WORLD IS IN POLITICAL AND SOCIAL CRISIS, NOT JUST VENE- 
ZUELA, BUT THAT HE BELIEVES THAT EVERYTHING WILL TURN OUT 
WELL. 

2. RESPECTING THE NATIONALIZATION OF PETROLEUM, BARRIOS STATED 
"IT IS TRUE THAT DESPITE OUR ATTITUDE HAVING BEEN VERY CORRECT 
AND TAKING INTO ACCOUNT INTERNATIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES, NEVER 
THELESS FOR VERY CONSERVATIVE CAPITALIST CIRCLES, ESPECIALLY IN 
THE UNITED STATES THIS (I.E., NATIONALIZATION) HAS BEEN A 
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POWER OF THE VENEZUELAN STATE. WHAT I REALLY 
MEAN TO SAY IS THAT WHAT THE PAYMENT TO ACQUIRE 
OUR PETROLEUM HAS COST US ECONOMICALLY OR FINANCIALLY IS CON- 
SIDERED VERY EXAGGERATED IN THE CIRCLES WHERE HABITUALLY ARE 
MADE THE GREAT CALCULATIONS IN WORLD FINANCE." 

3. COMMENT. BARRIOS' LAST SENTENCE IS CONFUSING, BUT IS APPAREN- 
TLY INTENDED TO CONVEY THE IDEA THAT RAHER THAN PAYING TOO LITTLE 
FOR THE NATIONALIZED OIL COMPANY (AS, HE SAID, IS FELT IN THE 
US), VENEZUELA REALLY PAID TOO MUCH. IN ADDITION THE EMPHASIS 
ON "CONSERVATIVE CAPITALIST CIRCLES" FUDGES THE ISSUE OF THE USG 
POSITION— PRESUMABLY WITH DUE DELIBERATION. INTERESTINGLY 
ENOUGH, THE ASPECT OF BARRIOS' REMARKS THAT RECEIVED MOST AT- 
TENTION HERE WAS HIS REFERENCE TO POST-NATIONALIZATION 
VENEZUELA AS BEING IN A "MESS." IN HIS CLARIFICATIONS BARRIOS 
CONCENTRATED ON EXPLAINING THAT WHAT HE HAD REALLY MEANT 
IS THAT THE ENTIRE WORLD IS IN A MESS, NOT VENEZUELA ALONE. 
SHLAUDEMAN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PETROLEUM INDUSTRY, NATIONALIZATION, COMPENSATION, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 20 JAN 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: morefirh 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976CARACA00708 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760021-0819 
From: CARACAS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 97601 42/aaaabkuw. tel 

Line Count: 79 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 76 CARACAS 652 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: morefirh 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 06 JUL 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <06 JUL 2004 by saccheem>; APPROVED <06 JUL 2004 by morefirh> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PETROLEUM NATIONALIZATION - GONZALO BARRIOS WAFFLES ON HIS EARLIER REMARKS CONCERNING USG VIEWS ON 
TAGS: ENRG, VE 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



